HAWAII LIBRARY ASSOCIATION JOUMWAL 
P, O. Box 3916 
Honolulu 12, Hawaii 


September:1946-: 1. 
Vole 3, Oe B. uc. .: Editor: Priscilla M. Griffey 


COCOOOCOOONOONODOOOOOOOODNDOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOONOOOOON000OOONNNNNOO0 0000000000 


TwO CHINAS 


By 
Kathryn MacFarlane Thompson 


Out of the multitude of books published recently on China, two 
are outstanding, these are Emily Hahn's China To Me and kobert Payne's 
China. Both have a Chinese background but regardless of that 
fact, have nothing further in common. Mr. Payne's is like a brush 
painting upon thin silk while Miss Hahn's is like a long and gossipy 
telephone conversation. 


Mr. Payne is impressed almost inordinately with the Chinese 
countryside and Chinese cities and describes them in a sensuous and 
thrilling manner. He writes mainly of Chungking, though one hesitates 
to speak of his medium as "writing"; it is more akin to painting, and 
the effects he achieves are beautiful and weird. This is an example 
of Mr. Payne's descriptive powers: 

"Wave after wave of ice-blue mountains, the white river 
smoking below us, the sails of the hummingbird among the trees, 
the lakes of rice so still in the heavy morning..." 


Miss Hahn, on the other hand, scarcely ever notices nature, ex- 
cept the human variety. She is always chiefly concerned with people, 
collecting them as assiduously as some persons collect stamps or ching 
to gain her interest they need only be originals and they are a fasci- 
nating lot in their heterogeneity. 


A great part of Forever China is a panegyric devoted to the 
bravery of the Chinese soldier and the nobility of the common Chinese 
citizen, though officials, scholars and princes also frequent the 
pages. Miss Hahn also is impressed by the valor of the Chinese people 
but she dilutes her praise of them by her consciousness of their in- 
nate "old roguery", of which Mr. Lin has spoken so often. Neither 
beck has a political slant. One would deduce that because of her as- 
scciations with the British who are the rulers of Hongkong, that Miss 
Hahn favors the ruling class, however, she is predominately democratic 
in thcught and action and would never be labeled as a "Tory". Her 
Chinese friends were working people, neither pcor nor rich, imtellectual 
mY stupid, with the exception cf course, cf Sinmay, the journalist 

sthete. War is the animating background in bcth Ching Ic Me and 

er China. Mr. Payne is concerned principally with battles and 
fighting, while Miss Hahn tells cf the petty and the tragic difficul- 
ties cf being a civilian in a besieged city. ; 


in Hengkong a desperate situation prevailed during the Japanese 
invasion, yet in China: To Me there is much humcr and no little wit. 
lr. Payne is British and a deeply sericus perscn, and there is nct the 
flicker of a smile acrcss the pages cf Forever Ching. Perhaps the 
fundamental difference between the two becks springs from the perscn- 
alities of their authcrs. .Miss Hehn tells, with humcr, vividness and 
gustc cf her own personal xpersannes and those of the pecple with 
whcm she came in contact, and her beck is gay and living evenithough 
its subject is war and terrcr. Mr. Payne i: on alecf and an emoticnal 
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; TwO CHINAS, cont. 


person and his book is serious, its prose as polished as old jade, its 
pace as sinuous and coiling as a mythical Chinese dragon. 


China To Me has been so widely reviewed, so widely read and dis- 
cussed that it would be foolish to review it again in a conventional 
manner. It is true that Emily Hahn writes intimately, so much so that 
some readers have taken offense, holding that her lack of inhibitions 
is merely a lack of taste. That is a modt question. Certainly in her 
short stories Emily Hahn has shown herself to be a masterful writer, 
sensitive to nuances of thought and feeling and able to translate these 
into Prose distinguished by its clarity, lucidity and understatement. 
Unfortunately her autobiography China 2 Me does not have all of these 
virtues, doubtless because it was written hurriedly and under stress 
and strain. In contrast to this, Robert Payne's Forever China, for all 
its colour and poetry, is almost "precious" and suffers from a kind of 
material debility. Mr. Payne writes episodically and it is a simple 
and casy thing to sustain glamour for one perce Much of Forever 
China is reminiscent of the writing of Katherine Mansfield in her 
Letters, which was perfection in a woman but a trifle unsubstantial for 
a mane 


Both of these books will provoke thought and intense interest in 
thauir readers. China is here, though vastly different to each writer. 
hocding them simultaneously is a stimulating experience, rather like 

© tiying to put together the intricacies of a Chinese puzzle. 


Lelefelelelelel el ele) 


Kathryn MacFarlane Thompson, a Californian by birth, 
came to the Islands in the early thirties, and was on the 
staff of the University of Hawaii Library. Among her best 
known works is Divide the Desolation, a fictionclized 
biography of the Bronte family, and a volume of poems, 

Zi Live Upon an Island. 
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THE LIBKAKY SURVEY COMMITTEL 


Since last reporting, there has been considerable action on the 

@ part cf the Teacher Ccocrdinating Committee. This ccmmittee decided tc 
reccmmcnd a pesiticn which was to be a ccmbinaticn cf teaching and 
supervisicn. That is, they recommended that a person be emplcyed tc 
teach library science half-time at the University of Hawaii, and to 
act alse as a superviscr of public schocl libraries.‘ A trained librar- 
ian was recommended by the Cccrdinating ccmmittee and her appcintiient 
as passed on by the Beard cf Regents and the Ccumissicners cf kduca- 
ticn, subject, however, tc approval by the Bureau of the Budget. This 
Burecu has net yet approved the pcsiticn, and ccnsequently the librar- 
ian recommended has accepted another pcsiticn. 


Ycur chairman called upon and asked the support cf the Gcverncr cf 
the Territcry cf Hawaii in this project, leaving with him a written re- 
uest. He assured us cf his interest and sent cur request to the 

recu of the Budget. One member of that staff has talked with us 

about the pcsiticn and has said that he wculd come in later fcr further 
ecnsultaticn. The Department cf Public Instructicn is very interested 
in the plan fcr a “t gptet 4 supervisor and is working with us cn it. The 
University of Hawaii authorities are in accord, also, with cur original 
plan. we 


The Planning Sub-ccmmittee cf the Library Survey Committee has iiet 
several times to formulate its final repcrt. This repcrt will be ready 
sccn for presentation to the Library Survey Committee and, upon their 
approval, to the Teacher Coordinating Committee. 


Ida G. Wilscn 
Chairman 
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: NEWS F}.OM THE LIBRKANIES 
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nawaii Ccunty Library By Isabel Welch 


with the acceptance of the Department cf Public Works of "Plan 
62", the owe fcr the new $300,000.00 building for the Hawaii Ccunty 
Library, .shculd, we feel, mark a milestcne in cur progress. But we 
must admit that the feeli of elation suitable to such an cccasicn is 
tinged with slight forebcdings. When first the sum of Tihhbh sUNLLLD 
THOUSAND DO locmed upcn the horizcn it seemed a mighty figure, an 
amcunt of measureless elasticity and illimitable pcssibilities. But 
as we have — along from plan to plan the pctency of Three Hundred 
Thcusand Dellars has swiftly diminished. If the further prcgress of 
the building is to be delayed indefinitely by the various bureaus, al- 
phabets, and ccmplexities of living in this, Year cf Grace, and the cst 
of building ccntinues to rise properticnately, at least we can sit by 
and reflect wishfully upon the time we can remember (even althcugh it 
dates us) when THLLE HUNDELT THOUSAND LOLLAKS wasn't marbles 


We expect tc open a new branch at Papikcu shortly. The building, 
an Army billet formerly used by the ked Crcoss, was taken dcwn, moved 
and relocated in the very heart of what isto be the community center 
cf Oncmen Plantaticn. It is being painted, fitted with new screens 
ond shelves, a desk from the Red Cross, and chairs and tables which 
f.rmerly graced somebcdy's breakfast room. This last item we have 
feured we wculd have to set a guard arcund while it was being re- 
painted, aich is the demand fcr chairs and tables in this devastated 
city. We hepe tc have the branch in cperaticn before the end of 
September. 


There has been an unprecedented run cn bccks cn heme-building fur 
the past few mcnths. So much sc that we don't bother tc shelve them 
any mcre, but keep a table cn hcusing and intericr deccrating clcse to 
the desk, where we can toss the bccks cver handily as thty come in. 
There are usually cne cr twce patrons at the table, thumbing cover the 
latest becks and indulging in wishfi 1 thinking. 


After a year and a half cf rest, we this summer tock cur beck 
truck frcm the garage, dusted it cff, and put it back on the beat fir 
& vacuticn schedule. It has been traveling three days a week all 
sumer and we are going tc continue a morning schedule every cther 
week after schccl cpens. With two persons short cn cur staff, the 
schedule may be subject tc unexpected interrupticns. 


Nct content with keeping her feet on the grcund, cur children's 
librarian, Miss Helen Sebeika, is learning tc fly, and almcst any day 
when she has scme time cff, she may be heard buzzing arcund overhead 
in cne cf these vulnerable locking little yellow crates. She has been 
ee abcut stopping cn any Island that may be Iccking for a children's 
librarian. 


occccccece 


Keuai Public Library By bnily Reed 


It has been a fairly quiet summer in the Kauai Public Library al- 
thcugh the patronage cf the bcck truck service has been up tc its usual 
amcunt cf wcrk and enthusiasm. Since the beginning cf the summer we 


have been experimenting with cpening the library cne night a week and 
the respcnse has been sufficient even during the vacaticn to justify 
ccntinuing the evening hcurs. 


Mrs. Edward T. White, whe is cn indefinite leave, is working for 
the New Ycrk Public Library and was temporcrily assigned to the Blocm- 
ingdxle branch library. In spite of all the fascinations cf the big 
city, she scunds as if her heart is still in the Hawaiian Islands. 
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Maui Ccunty Free Library By Louise Kellenberger 


Maricn Hill, who writes the pcpular, chatty library- and bock- 
nctes fcr the Maui News, has achieved the distincticn of a by-line fcr 


her weekly cclumn, ON THE SHELF. 


(Editor's ncte: the follcwing appeared recently in this cclum, 
in which Jcurnal readers may be interested. ) 


Just twenty years age the Molckai Branch Library had its 
beginning when a small ccllecticn cf books was placed in Mrs. : 
Rolland Gay's home at Kaunakakai. The "library" was mcved in 1¥<9 
tc the old ranch building near the wharf with Mrs. Eva Hill as 
the custodian. Increased use warranted larger quarters and a new 
territcrial building was erected and ready for business in 1937. 
irs. Hill remained as custcdian until the spring of 1946 when iirs. 
Grace McCorriston tcok cver the duties. 


Mcolckai branch is handled like the cther branches--that is, 
becks are sent periodically from the main library in Wailuku sc 
that the ccllecticn is a permanent one because the branch serves 
five schccls. 


The summer Travelling Library of the Maui County Free Library 
shcws on increase in scheduled stcps and circulation cver last year, 
with twelve stcps in varicus parts of the ccunty compared with six in 
1945. We have tried, this summer, to increase adult interest in bccks, 
and one cf the mcst successful stcps is at the Libby cannery in Haiku, 
where the werkers gather arcund the Library during their lunch hour. 

In most places, hcwever, the children are the mcst avid readers. An 

effcrt is made to tell stcries whenever pcssible, particularly at small 

cutlying ccmmunities, where the children scmetimes walk for many miles 

oe be on hand when the Travelling Library drives up and parks under a 
g tree. 


For the first time since the beginning cf the war, the library has 
had encugh staff to remain open cne night a week. On July first, the 
new schedule was put intc effect and cn the first evening, approximate- 
ly fcrty pecple came in to borrcw bcoks and use the library. 


CECCCECECECOCCCCOCECCCOCCC COC OCOCOCCOCCCOCEC CCC EOC EOCCOCEOC EEE CLEC EL CG 
NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE 


The dates fcr the Fall Meeting cf the Hawaii Library Asscciaticn 
have been set fcr the 25th and 26th cf Octcber. The theme is to be 
"The Community and Adult Educaticn" and Dr. Drees and Miss Hollenbach 
cf the Adult Education divisicn cf the Department cf Public Instructicn 
are te be in charge cf the panel cn Friday. Headquarters fcr this year's 
meeting will be at the Library of Hawaii, with bock exhibits on the 
lanai. There will be a dinner meeting cn Friday evening, with a busi- 
ness meeting tc be held immediately after. On Saturday afternceon there 
will be a Tea and the Section meetings. Arrange ycur plans NOW, sc you 
will be certain of being there. 


OFFICIAL NOTICE: 


Members are hereby notified cf a change in the Hawaii Library As- 
scciaticn Constitution prepcsed by the Executive Ccuncil. This change 
is to be vcted on at the Fall Meeting. The moticn reads as fcllows: 

Article 5, Sect. 3. Ex-officio members cf the Executive 
ccuncil shall be the county librarians cf the counties cf Hawaii, 

Maui and Kauai, the chairmen of the sections, and the retiring 

president. : 

According to the Ccnstituticn the membership must be nctified cf 
any prcpesed change a mcnth befcre the meeting. Acticn cn this amend- 
ment change will be called by the President at the Octcber meeting. 
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A. Capella = By the Editcr 
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Signs cf the Times: The Terrible Tale cf Three Hundred Thousand 
Icllars, cn page 3. We've had cafeterias, motorerias, and now Buck- 
eterias--reperted - the home town papers as being down sae place in 
the Middle West. e idea is that at the time you pick up your grccer- 
ies, ycu pick cut your bocks ccnveniently left there by the Library. 
Probably just an extension of the idea of eating at the breakfast table? 
And did ycu read about the pilikia the Chicage Public Library is in? 
Seems that it is being sued by a 21 year cld because he was charged a 
€ cent fine cn an overdue beck. Evidently there is ncthing in the 
Illincis statutes that makes it legal to charge cverdue fines, either! 


hMiore signs of the Times: Below are some new words which have been 
ae manufactured to fit some specific need--how many do you 
ow; 


loran DDP tailism 
hedgehop vitamin sticks libbabism 
amenity ships ruptured duck. analphabetic 
jato demobbee folkslore 
droop-motor meateasies frequentists 
amphibicarial Bilboism peyguaport 
genocide DARism twylon 
fraterbait machineocrat Winwarian 


Below is a reprint in full, from the Hawaii County Library 
Bulletin, Vol. 6, no. 6, July 1946: 


TO THE BOYS OF BATTERY C 


During the turmoil and confusion of the weeks following the tidal 
wave disaster we received many messages of sympathy from friends both 
in the islands and on the mainland, but none that has made a more pro- 
found impression than the tribute conveyed in the letters, accompanied 
by an enclosure of money, and sent us by about a dozen boys formerly 
members of Battery C, 96th Coast Artillery, stationed near Hilo during 
the war. The letter follows: 


‘ "I know you will receive many more cf these from my old 
buddies of "C" Battery. 

‘It is but a small means of remembering our friends in Hilo 
new, more than ever, in these times of hardship fcr them. We hope 
you can find some little use for these funds in the library cr 
elsewhere. 

Please accept it in the spirit it is offered: an expressicn 
cf goed will and hepe for the future prosperity and happiness for 
cur many cld friends. 

My fond Aloha to all of them. 


Yeurs truly 
A former member cf Battery "C" . 


That these boys but recently discharged from the Army, and then- 
Selves facing a future filled with the pressing personal prcblems cf 
earning a living and readjustment in civilian life, could take time out 
te write to us, their "friends in Hilc," se far away, sending us gifts 
of money which perhaps mcst of them could ill spare, has touched us 


deeply. 


We wish there was scme way in which we could convey to them the 
measure of appreciation with which we received these letters and the 
spirit cf gratitude in which we have accepted their genercsity. Their 
thcught of us has created a warmth and glow within our hearts that tine 
wiil net dispel, and it is with the most cordial and sincere feeling 
thet we return their greeting to us: "Our fond Alcha to all of then." 


And sc for new, ycur Editcr says Alcha to you, tcc. 
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PLKSONALL¥Y SPBAKING 
©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 


Miss SHIGENO HAMADA, school librarian, has transferred from Kala- 
kaua Intermediate school to Kaimuki Intermediate .... Miss MAhGAKE? 
NiWWAN returned to the Islands, and to work, the first of August «s-«- 
Ditto Miss BUPHIE SHILLDS ,... Miss EVALYN BRENWNEh arrived back the 
second week in September, after spending the summer on the Mainland .... 
Miss GENEVIEVE C A, returns to the Islands after a year in Library 
School at the University of North Carolina. She will be in charge of 
the Map Collection at the University of Hawaii Library .... Wiss 
ELIZABETH CAREY of the Edna Allyn room, flew to the coast and wills: 
spond her vacation with her parents in Dundee, Oregon .... Miss CHOW 
LOY TOM is taking Miss FLOKA SCOTT'S place at Stevenson Intermediate. 
Miss SCOTT is in Tucson this year ..-. New Librarians at the Library 
of Hawaii who have arrived this summer are: Miss ELSIE McDONALD, fram 
Washington, D.C. Public Library, who started work in Edna Allyn August 
1; Miss’ ENID WILFORD, Oakland, California, o new assistant in Art and 
Music; Miss FRANCES BLKNATH, Wooster Public Library, librarian at 
Wahiawa branch; Miss THELLA PASSO, Kern County Library, Bakersfield, 
California taki Miss ALMA JONSON'S place in the Reference department; 
lliss GERALDINE MILNE, formerly of the La Salle branch libr of South 
Bend, Ind., who will be head of the Order department; Miss LA 
SAUNDERS , from Roanoke Public Library to be assistant in the Extension 
Division; Miss LILLIAN CHING, Periodicals librarian, assuming her duties 
on September 5 .... Miss PEARL KAM has resigned her position in the 
Orders department of the University of Hawaii Library in order to study 
for her master's degree in English composition at the University of 
Washington .-.. Mrs. NADINE FOWLER arrives the first of October to 
take Miss Kam's place ..-. Miss JANET BELL is on a four month's leave 
of absence, spending part of it in New York City .... Mrs. MYRTLE 
MATTISON returned to work August 7 after a vacation on the Mainland, 
which included the ALA convention .... Mrs. CLAhISSA HALSTED is now 
head librarian at Punahou school .... Miss BEATHKICh LOVELAND from 


Shorewood, Vapoenae, replaces Mrs. Halsted at Kamehameha Preparatory 


School .... HELEN GILBLHTSON became Mrs. DONALD BEVLNS on September 10t, 
1946 in Kawaiahao church .... Mrs. VIOLET SILVEKWAN is still on the 
coast awaiting transportation back to the Islands .... Mrs. WINIFKLD 
PHILLIPS has resigned her position in the keference and Cifculation 
department of the University library. Miss SATHERKINE NEWHALL comes 

from the Los Angeles Public Library #@ take her place.... Miss 
KATHLLEN McCUTCHEON, from Seattle, agwived by air on September ZZ to 

be an assistant in the Punahou librosy eeee The office popoki Puke 

had triplets (all wahines) Anunu, HgAehila and Nene. Makuahine and 
kamali'i are doing well. 
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The Journal is the official organ of the Hawaii Library Associ- 
ation and is ge ayes quarterly, December, March, June and September. 
Articles and items appearing in its pages may be quoted if proper 
acknowledgment is made. Editor: Priscilla M. Griffey. Editorial 
staff: Mrs. Isabel Welch, Hawaii; Miss Emily keed, Kauai; Mrs. Helen 
Bevens, University of Hawaii; Miss Virginia Crozier, Library of Hawaii; 
oor Grenville Hatch, School librarians; Miss Louise M. Kellenberger, 

ui. 





